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ARTICLE INFO ABSTRACT

Keywords: Background: Child abuse is an important public health problem as it negatively affects the child's development as
Child abuse well as the child's family and therefore society. Nurses are one of the most important members of the team caring
Metaphor for child abuse victims and are indispensable in terms of child and family education.

ls\ltl:;:m Objectives: The research was carried out to determine the perceptions of third and fourth year nursing students,

who took the Child Health and Diseases Nursing course, about child abuse through metaphor.

Design: The research was carried out with the metaphor analysis technique based on the phenomenological
method. “Metaphor analysis” is a technique based on the phenomenological research method within the qual-
itative research methods.

Settings: The study was conducted at a state university in Turkey.

Participants: While the population of the research consisted of nursing department students in a facility, the
sample consisted of third and fourth year nursing students who took the Child Health and Diseases Nursing
Course. In the study in which 186 nursing students volunteered to participate, the study was completed with 174
students, since the answers of 12 students did not contain metaphors. 174 students who took the course
participated in the research.

Methods: The data were collected using the Student Information Form and the metaphor sentence “Child abuse is
like ... because...” questioning the perceptions of child abuse from June to August 2021.

Results: At the time of the research, it was determined that all third and fourth year nursing students who took the
Child Health and Diseases Nursing course in the institution had negative metaphors about “child abuse”. The
harm caused by child abuse to the child and the future has often been compared to natural disasters and ca-
tastrophes. Metaphors produced for the perception of “Child Abuse™; it is grouped under a total of five categories:
Disaster, Damage, Never Beginning, Never Been Like Before, and Hunting.

Conclusions: Child abuse is a medical, pediatric and public health problem that must be reported. Nursing stu-
dents' perceptions of the subject are very important, as it is among the duties, responsibilities and roles of nurses.
The fact that child abuse is perceived by student nurses as the strong hurting the weak, the irreversible harm, or
the fact that something good ends before it begins, reveals the importance of the situation. It clearly reflects the
necessity of a course on child abuse in the nursing curriculum.

Tweetable abstract: It is important to evaluate the perceptions of child abuse of nursing undergraduate students.
@dilek_fatos.

Student nurse

1. Introduction defines child abuse as “exposure of a child to all kinds of attitudes and
behaviors that may cause physical, emotional, or sexual neglect and/or
Child abuse is an important public health problem as it negatively neglect that adversely affects healthy growth and development”

affects the child's development as well as the child's family and therefore ((WHO), 2019). The WHO reported that 23% of children worldwide are
society (Akgiil et al., 2021; Aktay, 2020; Atencion et al., 2019; Fraser physically abused, 36% are emotionally abused, and 18% of girls and
et al., 2010; Jin et al., 2017). The World Health Organization (WHO) 8% of boys are sexually abused. A child abuse report in Turkey stated
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that the number of victims was 74,064 in 2014; however, this number
increased to 83,552 in 2016, and the rate of child sexual abuse victims
generally increased by 33% (Aslan and Erkol, 2021; Tiirkkan et al.,
2021).

2. Background

Nurses are one of the most important members of the team caring for
child abuse victims and are indispensable in terms of child and family
education (Akgiil et al., 2021; Kurtuncu et al., 2015; Taylor and Harris,
2018; Tweedlie and Vincent, 2019). One study stated that nurses are the
most ideal clinical guides in teaching children about sexual abuse pre-
vention (Ceccucci, 2018). In another study, only the mothers were
trained for protecting their child from sexual abuse in one group and the
children in the other group were physically trained to protect them-
selves from abuse only by the nurse. It was determined that the training
provided to the children by the nurse was more effective than that
provided to the mothers (Orak and Okanli, 2015). Although there are
countries in which nurse-centered child abuse education is compulsory
in school curricula or hospitals, such education is unfortunately not
compulsory in health and education curricula in Turkey (Kurtuncu et al.,
2015). Child abuse can be prevented by education (Akgiil et al., 2021;
Alabay, 2020; Aslan and Erkol, 2021; Bozkurt and Bag, 2021; Derebagce
and Ozerk, 2021; Eken, 2021; Eslek and Yilmaz Irmak, 2022; Evgin and
Stimen, 2021; Fraser et al., 2010; Kaplan et al., 2020; Karakurt et al.,
2021; Mert, 2018; Saifan et al., 2015; Sharrock et al., 2021; Soyiinmez
et al., 2021; Tiirkkan et al., 2021) and must be reported. However, lack
of education is the reason why it is not reported. This is entirely due to
the insufficient knowledge and perceptions of health professionals and
nurses about child abuse (Akgiil et al., 2021; Alabay, 2020; Aslan and
Erkol, 2021; Atencion et al., 2019; Jin et al., 2017; Kaplan et al., 2020;
Karadag, 2021; Kilicaslan et al., 2020; Kurtuncu et al., 2015; Lines et al.,
2018; Metin et al., 2021; Orak and Okanli, 2015; Saifan et al., 2015;
Soyiinmez et al., 2021; Uysal et al., 2021; Yiikseler, 2020). Therefore,
cases often remain confidential and unreported. However, healthcare
workers are not responsible for proving the crime. Their responsibility is
to report cases in which they find indications of crime (Karadag, 2021).
The fact that there are cases that are unreported on the grounds of un-
certainty clearly shows that the concept of child abuse should be ques-
tioned from the perspective of health professionals.

The most appropriate area to evaluate the perception of nurses, who
are the key team members in this issue, about child abuse, is nursing
education. Evaluating nursing students' perceptions of child abuse and
their perspectives, especially the definition of child abuse through their
eyes, forms the essence of the subject. This step contributes to deter-
mining the deficiencies, planning trainings, and revealing the basis of
the problems experienced by nurses in reporting child abuse. Although
this is an important issue, there are no studies in the literature evalu-
ating how the concept of child abuse is perceived and interpreted by
nursing students.

Metaphors are the most appropriate method of making sense of a
concept from the perspective of a population. Metaphors allow the
reflection of nursing roles and responsibilities in health care, which
makes them important in terms of nursing (Ozveren et al., 2018). For
this reason, the present study aimed to reveal the perceptions of nursing
students enrolled in a pediatric nursing course at a state-university in
Turkey, about child abuse through the use of metaphors.

3. Methods
3.1. Study design

“Metaphor analysis” is a technique based on the phenomenological
research method within the qualitative research methods. Metaphor

analysis is a research technique used to learn hard-to-understand ab-
stract concepts through analogies with known concepts (Keskin et al.,
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2019). It offers a different view and approach to the target audience
using easy-to-understand sentences. In other words, metaphors are an
effective method for individuals to reveal their perceptions, solve
problems, and create a mental model (Keskin et al., 2019; Limon and
Durnali, 2018). The research was carried out with the metaphor analysis
technique based on the phenomenological method. The reason why this
method is preferred instead of asking direct questions about child abuse
is to reach the real thoughts in the depths of students' minds. The study
was completed in accordance with the SRQR guidelines (O’Brien et al.,
2014).

3.2. Respondents and setting

The participants in this sample consisted of a convenience sample of
third and fourth year state university nursing students who completed
the Pediatric Nursing course (n = 207). The inclusion criteria were as
follows: Having completed the Pediatric Nursing course with 80%
participation live online (at least 11 weeks) or via video recording,
volunteering to participate in the study. The exclusion criteria were as
follows: Not having attended 20% or more of the lectures in the Pediatric
Nursing course (at least 3 weeks) via live online participation or video
recording; not having completed the course; not volunteering to
participate in the study. This resulted in a sample size of n = 186.

3.3. Intervention

The “pediatric nursing” course is conducted in the third year of un-
dergraduate nursing education, between February and June.

3.4. Instruments

Data were collected online using the Student Information Form and
Semi-Structured Interview Form from June to August 2021 following the
completion of the Pediatric Nursing course.

3.4.1. Student information form
The student information form was used to assess the class, gender,
and age of the students.

3.4.2. Semi-structured interview form

The Semi-Structured Interview Form contained four questions aim-
ing to evaluate the importance of pediatric nursing in preventing child
abuse, suggestions for the prevention of child abuse, the strengths and
weaknesses of current measures, and the contribution of child abuse
awareness to reporting child abuse. This form also included a metaphor
question. The meaning of “metaphor” was explained to the students and
concretized with examples. Then, the participants were asked to com-
plete the following statement: “Child abuse is similar to...because...”
(Table 1)

3.5. Data collection procedures

After the completion of the 14-week Pediatric Nursing course,
completed measurement tools (Student Information Form and Semi-
Structured Interview Form) were collected from all students online
outside college hours. The forms were sent to the e-mail addresses of the
students registered in the system, and the students were requested to fill

Table 1
The semi-structured interview outline.

The semi-structured interview outline

What is the role of pediatric nursing in preventing child abuse?

What are your recommendations for the prevention of child abuse?

What do you think are the strengths and weaknesses of the current measures?
What is the contribution of child abuse awareness to reporting child abuse?
Metaphor question: “Child abuse is similar to...because...”
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the forms and forward them to the e-mail address of the researcher and
the instructor of the course available on the system. The data were
collected using the Student Information Form and Semi-Structured
Interview Form from June to August 2021.

3.6. Data analysis

Content analysis was used in the evaluation of the metaphors created
by the students regarding the concept of child abuse. The basis of con-
tent analysis focuses on bringing together similar data within the
framework of determined themes and concepts and interpreting them in
a highly understandable way (Simsek and Yildirim, 2011). It is carried
out in five steps. These steps are naming, classifying, categorizing,
ensuring validity-reliability, and transferring data to digital media. In
the naming step, the metaphors created by the students were listed, and
12 students who failed to come up with metaphors were excluded from
the research. In the classification step, similarities and differences of the
metaphors were evaluated and then listed accordingly. In the categori-
zation step, five different categories were created based on the metaphor
list and grouping classification. In the validity-reliability step, five lec-
turers were requested to provide expert opinions. The Cohen's K coef-
ficient, which reflects the agreement between the coders, was found to
be 0.84. In the last step, all data was transferred to digital media.

3.7. Ethical considerations

Ethical approval was obtained from the Human Research Ethics
Committee (dated 21.06.2021 and protocol number 2021/05-35) and
written informed consent was obtained from the students who vol-
unteered to participate in the research. Principles of the Declaration of
Helsinki were adhered to throughout the research.

4. Results
4.1. Sample characteristics of the respondents

The sample size that met the inclusion criteria of the study was 186.
A total of 12 students were excluded from the study due to lack of
metaphors in the semi-structured form, and the study was completed
with 174 students. 84.48% of the students participating in the study
were girls, and the mean age was 22.73 + 2.68 years (Table 2). Ac-
cording to the data obtained from the semi-structured form, most of the
students stated that the accurate interpretation of child abuse by nursing
students is very important in preventing and reporting child abuse. They
stated that the weakest aspect of the measures taken against child abuse
is the inadequacy of holistically handling the issue. The participants
believed that child abuse was the result of many factors; therefore they
made suggestions to improve all factors. These included controlling
substance and alcohol abuse, making family education compulsory,

Table 2
Sociodemographic and descriptive characteristics of students (N = 174).

Socio-demographic and descriptive Number (N)  Percentage (%)
characteristics

Mean age 22.73 + 2.68 years

Year

3rd year 101 58.05

4th year 73 41.95

Gender

Female 147 84.48

Male 27 15.52

Total 174 100.00
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adding abuse education to the curriculum at schools, and restructuring
the legal framework not only for punishment but also for prevention and
deterrence.

4.2. Main outcomes

The students participating in the study came up with 36 metaphors
related to the concept of “child abuse”. The first three metaphors asso-
ciated with the concept map by the students were “landslide” (f = 14),
“massacre” (f = 12) and “plucking a flower from its branch” (f = 12),
respectively. Metaphors were clearly separated, and no metaphors were
identified in common categories. The metaphors created by the students
about child abuse were grouped in five categories: “disaster (10 meta-
phors),” “hurting (5 metaphors),” “ended before it began (7 meta-
phors),” “not being like it was before (9 metaphors),” and “hunting (5
metaphors)” (Table 3, Figs. 1, 2).

4.2.1. Metaphor category 1: disaster (10 metaphors)

In this study, students compared child abuse to a disaster that had
occurred. They stated that child abuse resembles disasters such as
earthquakes, pandemics, tornadoes, and storms that cause great mate-
rial and moral damage. Moreover, 14 of the students compared child
abuse to a landslide (Table 3, Figs. 1, 2). One the students stated the
following: “Child abuse is like an all-consuming landslide. It engulfs the
vegetation, the houses, and the souls living in the house and drags them to
nothingness. It causes serious material, moral, psychological, and sociological

Table 3
Categories of metaphors created by nursing students regarding the concept of
child abuse (N = 174).

Categories Metaphors Frequency

Disaster Landslide (f = 14) 76

Massacre (f = 12)

Pandemic (f = 10)

Earthquake (f = 10)

Murder (f = 6)

Tornado (f = 6)

Storm (f = 6)

An attack in the dark (f = 4)

Mixing of wastewater into the sea (f = 4)

Poisonous flowers destroying vegetation (f =

4)

Plucking a flower from its branch (f = 12) 34

Breaking the wing of a dove (f = 8)

Axing a tree (f = 8)

Uprooting a fruit-bearing tree from the ground

f=4)

Breaking the wing of an angel (f = 2)

Ended before it Collapse of a new building from its foundation 26
began f=10)

Taking a child's life away (f = 4)

Extinguishing life where hope blooms (f = 4)

Extinguishing a strong light source (f = 2)

Ending life before death (f = 2)

Driving a working car off a cliff (f = 2)

Killing a healthy newborn (f = 2)

A deep and permanent scar (f = 10) 26

An non-healing wound (f = 2)

Suture scar (f = 2)

Birth mark (f = 2)

Cherry stain on a new white t-shirt (f = 2)

Ink mark on a clean page (f = 2)

Bleach stain on a favorite dress (f = 2)

A puzzle with pieces missing (f = 2)

Broken vase (f = 2)

The strong preying on the weak (f = 4) 12

Chasing prey from high and catching at the

vulnerable moment (f = 2)

Lion attacking a gazelle cub (f = 2)

Hunting scenes in documentaries (f = 1)

Wild animals attacking weaker animals (f = 3)

Total 36 174

Hurting

Not being like it was
before

Hunting
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Fig. 1. Categories of metaphors created by nursing students regarding the concept of child abuse (N = 174).
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Fig. 2. Word cloud of nursing students' child abuse metaphors.

damage to the region, geography, and living souls. That region has now
collapsed and disappeared together with its contents (82-Female).” With a
similar perspective, 12 of the students compared child abuse to
massacre. One participant stated the following: “Child abuse is like a
massacre because only the children who have been subjected to a massacre
can exhibit behaviors such as being very shy and cowardly, staying away
from their friends, hopelessness about the future, and distrust of others. This

massacre may cause children to have a terrible childhood compared to their
peers, and the child within them may die at a younger age (14-Female).”
Further, ten of the students compared child abuse to a pandemic, and
one of these students stated the following: “Child abuse is like a pandemic
that brings the world to its knees because it not only harms the child but also
destroys the family, generation, future, and the tomorrows of a country.
Children are the light of the future. However, if they experience an
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unforgettable event such as abuse that will affect the child's entire life, the
experience may negatively affect the child’s life, as can the negative effects of
the pandemic (69-Female).”

4.2.2. Metaphor category 2: hurting (5 metaphors)

This category had the most metaphors after the disaster category.
The students stated that child abuse causes great harm to a living thing
that is not only able to hurt anything else but cannot even protect itself
(Table 3, Figs. 1, 2). One of the students made the following statement:
“Child abuse is like plucking a flower from its branch because it will not be the
same as before; that flower will fade, just like our children (3-Female).”
Another student stated the following, “Child abuse is like breaking a dove's
wing because when the wing of the dove is broken, the broken part will always
be missing. While flying, it will always wobble on the broken side; it will not be
able to fly like other doves. Irrespective of the type of abuse, child abuse will
affect the child badly and will be imprinted in his/her consciousness, similar
to that of the absence cause by a broken wing. In every period of the child's
life, regardless of age, emotions and behaviors such as fear, anger, hurt, lack,
inadequacy, and inability to cope will resurface when abuse is mentioned or
when the child remembers it, reads about it, or sees it in another place. It will
affect the child's life badly and will always be a sore spot (20-Male).”

4.2.3. Metaphor category 3: ended before it began (7 metaphors)

In this category, students expressed child abuse as an action that ends
a new and clean life and a bright future before it begins. Seven meta-
phors were identified in this category (Table 3, Figs. 1, 2). A student
stated the following: “Child abuse is like demolishing a brand new building
from the ground up because when your brand new house is destroyed while
you are in it, all you experience are the feelings of fear, helplessness, and
insecurity. The biggest impacts of abuse on the child are the feelings of fear,
shame, and insecurity. In all this emotional turmoil, the child collapses
emotionally. This negatively affects the developmental period of the child. The
child falls behind its peers because of seeing himself or herself as inadequate
and lacking in every aspect of his or her life. This, in time, prepares the ground
for a collapse in the inner world of the child (6-Female).” Another student
said, “Child abuse is like taking a child's life away because abuse casts a
shadow on his life energy, his attachment to life, his lifelong happiness, the
work he will do, the trust he will show in the people who will be a part of his
life. It affects all of these negatively, and you take the life of a child away from
him (1-Male)”. Similar expressions were observed in all metaphors in
this category.

4.2.4. Metaphor category 4: not being like it was before (9 metaphors)

In this category, students stated that child abuse is an action that
leaves traces that will last a lifetime and will never be forgotten. Nine
metaphors were created in this category (Table 3, Figs. 1, 2). A student
stated the following: “Child abuse is like a deep and permanent scar.
Regardless of the type of abuse, it causes deep and unforgettable trauma in the
child's life. It's a disgusting and brutal act. Children are today's tomorrow and
tomorrow's hope (25-Female).” Similarly, another student said, “Child
abuse is like splashing bleach on your favorite T-shirt because that mark
destroys the color of your favorite shirt. It is remembered every time you wear
it. The child never lets himself/herself forget (63-Male).” Another student
stated the following: “Child abuse is like a puzzle with missing pieces. It
steals an important part of a child's life. It spoils the whole picture. That life
will always be missing pieces (17-Male).”

4.2.5. Metaphor category 5: hunting (5 metaphors)

In this category, students stated that child abuse is like the wild
nature shown in documentaries. They stated that there is a power dif-
ference in abuse: one side is strong and superior, whereas the other side
is weak and helpless. Five metaphors were created in this category
(Table 3, Figs. 1, 2). A student stated the following: “Child abuse is like the
nature documentaries, where the strong prey on the weak because the strong
side is superior, fast, and big. The prey is small, cannot resist, and is helpless.
However, one should not forget that there is no torture even in the wild.
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Hunting is part of the cycle of life. In other words, although I liken abuse to
hunting, animals are much more innocent. They do it just to maintain their
species and survive (41-Male).” Similarly, another student said, “Child
abuse is like wild animals attacking an animal that cannot defend itself. There
is an element of power and dominance in abuse. This is what's so despicable
about abuse. Taking advantage of the helplessness of a child and abusing the
child while knowing that it cannot resist shows the character of the abuser
(92-Male).” Another student said, “It is like a lion attacking a gazelle cub
because there is a huge power difference between them. It is about attacking
what you conceive as weak. Children are also weak, but they should not be
attacked because they are weak. On the contrary, they should be protected
(66-Male).”

5. Discussion

Considering that metaphors are powerful tools used in understand-
ing and explaining an abstract and complex concept, this study aimed to
reveal the perceptions of nursing students about the concept of child
abuse via metaphors. The reason why this method is preferred instead of
asking direct questions about child abuse is to reach the real thoughts in
the depths of students' minds. The findings of the research are discussed
in this section. This is also established by law. Article 280 of the Turkish
Law on the reporting obligations of healthcare professionals states the
following: “Despite encountering any indication that a crime has been
committed, healthcare professionals (doctor, dentist, pharmacist,
midwife, nurse, or other healthcare professionals) who do not report the
situation to the competent authorities or hesitate to make a decision to
notify the authorities will be punished with imprisonment up to one
year” (Martinello, 2020; Mulder et al., 2018; Tiirkkan et al., 2021).
According to the ecological approach, child abuse is the product of many
factors, not a single act. Therefore, understanding child abuse can only
be possible when all factors are considered. Similar to the findings of the
present study, studies have clearly stated that evaluating child abuse via
an ecological approach can guide the trainings and practices in this field
(Tiirkkan et al., 2021). The risk factors expressed by the students in the
study were also frequently mentioned in literature, and it was observed
that the study findings were consistent with those in literature (Akce and
Dogan, 2020; Martinello, 2020; Ozcan et al., 2017; Pekdogan, 2016;
Soylinmez et al., 2021; Tiirkkan et al., 2021). The suggestions of the
students were also about the risk factors. These included controlling
alcohol and substance abuse, making abuse education compulsory in
health and education curricula, and making laws more deterrent. Many
studies in literature also recommend the same (Martinello, 2020; Mulder
et al., 2018; Pasli, 2017; Pekdogan, 2016; Soyiinmez et al., 2021;
Tiirkkan et al., 2021).

In the present study, 174 students created 36 metaphors, which were
grouped in five categories. It is noteworthy that although the number of
metaphors created by the students was high, the metaphors were
grouped in very few categories. The high number of created metaphors
reveals that the perception and perspective on child abuse are multi-
faceted. The collection of these metaphors in a small number of cate-
gories reflects a different situation. This shows that although individuals
reflect their perceptions with different expressions, they describe situ-
ations that are similar to each other; therefore, a large number of met-
aphors are collected in a small number of categories. These categories
are “disaster,” “hurting,” “ended before it began,” “not being like it was
before,” and “hunting.” It is observed that all of the categories and the
metaphors they contain reflect negative perceptions.

Studies in literature evaluate the views and perceptions of different
disciplines on child abuse. Most of these are quantitative studies (Kar-
akurt et al., 2021; Pesen and Epcacan, 2021; Uysal et al., 2021). In these
studies, child abuse was evaluated using scales and questionnaires, and
parameters such as the knowledge level, awareness of the participants,
and the risk factors they defined were examined. Karakurt et al. (2021)
stated that teachers' awareness regarding the identification of risk fac-
tors for child abuse was moderate (Karakurt et al., 2021). Uysal et al.

2 .
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(2021) conducted a study on university students and stated that the
knowledge level of the students who received education on abuse were
higher than those who did not (Uysal et al., 2021). Giimiis et al. (2021)
stated that dentistry students from all classes needed information about
child abuse and their knowledge level was low (Giimiis et al., 2021).
Cetin et al. (2021) conducted a study on family physicians and found
that 50.7% of physicians considered themselves as having inadequate
levels of knowledge regarding child abuse and neglect, whereas 126
(96.9%) needed to be informed about child abuse and neglect (Cetin
et al., 2021). Bozkurt and Bag (2021) evaluated the factors affecting
nurses' awareness regarding abuse and determined that being a woman,
having more work experience, and encountering child sexual abuse are
positive factors in defining the risk of abuse (Bozkurt and Bag, 2021). In
another study using the same measurement tool to evaluate risk iden-
tification for child abuse, health professionals stated that their knowl-
edge level, risk identification competencies, and the number/hours of
courses they took in the education curricula were insufficient (Yiikseler,
2020). Another study using the same risk identification scale on pedi-
atric specialists and pediatric surgeons reported similar results (Kili-
caslan et al., 2020). Ishak et al. (2019) evaluated child abuse awareness
among 112 emergency personnel and found that the level of awareness
of these personnel regarding child abuse and neglect was insufficient
(fshak et al., 2019).

On the other hand, qualitative studies in which views and percep-
tions about child abuse were evaluated and provided in-depth data are
very limited. In a qualitative study on the views of eight classroom
teachers and three counselors on child abuse, Eken (2021) found that the
participants approached sexual and physical abuse types with higher
sensitivity and interest than emotional abuse and neglect. The main
reasons for this were stated as the lack of knowledge and awareness
about the types of abuse. The author stated that the said deficiency is a
major obstacle in the detection, notification and judicial reporting,
support, and monitoring processes of abuse (Eken, 2021). In their study
evaluating teachers' views on child neglect and abuse, Demircioglu and
Isik (2021) found that teachers mostly defined neglect as the failure to
meet physical and basic needs, defined sexual abuse as any physical
contact that disturbs the child, physical abuse as beating the child,
emotional abuse as humiliating/insulting, and economic abuse as child
labor (Demircioglu and Isik, 2021). Bayrak's (2019b) study, which
investigated teacher candidates' perceptions of child abuse with meta-
phors, similar to our research findings (Bayrak, 2019b). Child abuse
defined as pickled flower, cutting a tree limb, earthquake, hurricane,
bird with a fractured wing, trail. In a similar study with parents, meta-
phors and categories similar to our research findings appeared,
including weed with roots, bird with damaged wing, and broken vase
(Bayrak, 2019a). Similar to the literature, the students in the research
also emphasized the irreversibility, destructive and permanent effects of
child abuse in their metaphors. There is no other study in literature in
which the perceptions of health professionals and nurses toward child
abuse were evaluated using a qualitative method.

5.1. Limitation

There are potential drawbacks to analyzing translated data, such as
probable misinterpretation of what participants stated or the loss of
cultural nuances in translated data.

5.2. Implications for nursing practice

There has been an increase in studies on child abuse in Turkey, and
the largest increase was reported between the years 2016 and 2020
(Derebagce and Ozerk, 2021). However, most of the studies were per-
formed to protect children or evaluate certain parameters across
different professional disciplines or candidates. There is no previous
study evaluating how nurses, the occupational group that encounters
child abuse most frequently, perceive and explain child abuse during
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their training period. In fact, examining the concept of child abuse
through the eyes of nursing students is the most important step in
providing accurate education on abuse to nursing students, children,
families, and society. Evaluating the concept of “child abuse,” which is
complex to understand and explain, in nursing students using a simu-
lation method, such as metaphors, allows us to analyze an important
issue in the right population using the right method. Therefore, the
present study will shed light on children, families, nurses, nursing ed-
ucation, society, and literature.

6. Conclusions

The present study found that nursing students considered education
important in preventing abuse and that providing education was one of
the most common suggestions. The main finding of the study was that
although the students expressed their views on child abuse in different
ways, these views shared common ground and were grouped under a
small number of categories. In other words, students with similar per-
spectives expressed themselves with different metaphors. The fact that
all the metaphors expressed by the students were negative and the ex-
pressions were extremely sharp (disaster, ending before it begins,
hunting, etc.) reveal the severity of the subject. Qualitative data on child
abuse across different disciplines and quantitative data in the field of
health show that correctly perceiving and defining child abuse and
providing the accurate education regarding abuse is extremely impor-
tant for reporting cases and increasing public welfare.
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