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The adsorption behavior of crystal violet (CV*') from aqueous solution onto a manganese oxide-coated
(MCS) sepiolite sample was investigated as a function of parameters such as initial CV* concentration,
contact time and temperature. The Langmuir and Freundlich adsorption models were applied to describe the
equilibrium isotherms. The Langmuir monolayer adsorption capacity of MCS was estimated as 319 mg/g. The

pseudo-first-order, pseudo-second-order kinetic and the intraparticle diffusion models were used to
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describe the kinetic data and rate constants were evaluated. The values of the energy (E,) , enthalpy (AH™)
and entropy of activation (AS™) were 56.45 k]/mol, 53.90 k]/mol and — 117.26 J/(mol K), respectively, at pH
6.5. The quite high adsorption capacity and high adsorption rate of MCS will provide an important advantage
for use of this material in basic dye solutions.

© 2009 Elsevier B.V. All rights reserved.

1. Introduction

Dyes are widely used in industries such as textiles, leather, printing,
food, and plastics, etc. The removal of dyes from industrial waste-
waters is a major problem. Conventional methods for the removal
of dyes from wastewater include adsorption onto solid substrates,
chemical coagulation, oxidation, filtration and biological treatment.
Adsorption is one of the effective separation techniques to remove
dilute pollutants as well as offering the potential for regeneration,
recovery and recycling of the adsorbing material [1].

Sepiolite is a natural hydrated magnesium silicate with a wide
range of industrial applications derived mainly from its adsorptive
properties. It has a fibrous structure formed by an alteration of blocks
and channels that grow up in the fiber direction. Each block is con-
structed of two tetrahedral silica sheets enclosing a central magnesia
sheet (Fig. 1). Adsorption is due to the presence of active adsorption
centres on sepiolite surfaces (oxygen atoms in the tetrahedral sheet,
water molecules coordinated with the Mg?™ ions at the edge of the
structure, and silanol groups caused by the break-up of Si—0—Si
bonds) [2,3].

Sepiolite is widely applied in many fields of adsorption technology
including the removal of metals [4,5], dyes [6-8], organic molecules
[9,10], nitrite [11], and boron [12]. However, adsorption studies using
modified sepiolite are relatively scarce. The study of dye adsorption
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onto a cost-effective modified sepiolite is significant in the industrial
wastewater treatment system because it provides valuable insights
into the mechanisms and the optimum operation parameters of ad-
sorption processes.

The adsorption of heavy metal cations onto oxides of Fe, Al and
Mn has been studied extensively in the literature [13-22]. These mul-
tivalent hydrous oxides are amphoteric, and the charge of the hydrous
oxide depends on the pH of the medium. The point of zero charge
value of manganese oxide is lower than those of oxides [23].
Generally, manganese oxide's surface charge is negative, and it can
be used as an adsorbent to remove basic dye from wastewater.
Sepiolite, which has a high surface area, should provide an efficient
surface for the manganese oxides. At the same time, the manganese
oxides can improve the basic dye adsorption capacity of sepiolite. The
resulting composite adsorbent could become a very efficient way to
remove basic dye from aqueous solution.

The aim of this paper is to examine the effectiveness of manganese
oxide-coated sepiolite (MCS) in removing crystal violet (CV") from
aqueous solution and to determine the adsorption characteristics of
CV*t onto the MCS sample. The reason for choosing manganese
oxides is that relative to Fe or Al oxides, manganese oxides have a
higher affinity for cations. In fact, several investigators have sug-
gested applications for manganese oxides in water and wastewater
treatment [18-22]. But, sepiolite has never been used as a support
for manganese oxide for dye removal from wastewater. In order
to elucidate the role of the sepiolite surface in the CV*' adsorption
process, the influence of pH, ionic strength and temperature on the
adsorption of CV* by the MCS sample was investigated.
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Fig. 1. Schematic representation of the sepiolite structure.

2. Materials and methods
2.1. Reagents

All reagents used, such as NaCl, NaNOs;, HNO3, NaOH, H,0, and
MnCl, were all of analytical grade and all solutions were prepared with
double distilled water. The clay used was obtained from Eskisehir
region of Anatolia (Turkey). Raw sepiolite (RS) was composed of
51.95% Si0,, 2.14% Al;05, 0.41% Fe,03, 2.77% Ca0, 23.35% MgO0, 0.22%,
Na,0, 0.36% K,0, 0.08% TiO,, 0.52% SOs. The ignition loss of the RS at
1273 K was also found to be 18.46%.

2.2. Preparation and characterization of MCS

Preparation of MCS: manganese chloride and sodium hydroxide were
mainly used in the modification of RS to enhance the adsorption
capacity of RS. The RS was dispersed into 150 ml of 0.1 M MnCl, aqueous
solution. 300 ml of 0.1 M NaOH aqueous solution was added slowly with
adrop rate at 353 K. The oxidation was performed in aqueous supension
system at room temperature. The Mn(OH), intercalated compound
prepared as above was dispersed in 50 ml of 1.5 M H,0, basic solution
and vigorously sitirred. The color of the sample immediately turned
from original light color to dark brown, indicating the oxidation of the
hydroxide into oxide phase. For equilibrium, the suspension was further
stirred for 24 h. The powder sample was washed repeatedly with de-
ionized water and seperated cenntrifugally, then dried in vacuo at 313 K
[22].

Infrared (IR) spectra of the sepiolite samples were recorded in the
region (4000 to 400) cm™ ! on a Mattson-1000 FTIR spectrometer at
4 cm™ ! resolution. The mineralogical compositions of the RS and MCS
samples were determined from the X-ray diffraction (XRD) patterns
of the products taken on a Rigaku 2000 automated diffractometer
using Ni filtered Cuk,, radiation. A Tri Star 3000 (Micromeritics, USA)
surface analyzer was used to measure the nitrogen adsorption
isotherm at 77 K in the range of relative pressure 10~ ° to 1. Before
measurement, the sample was degassed at 300 °C for 2 h.

The surface areas were calculated by the BET (Brunauer-Emmett-
Teller) method assuming that the surface area occupied by a phy-
sisorbed nitrogen molecule was 0.162 nm?2. The total pore volumes
were estimated to be the liquid volume of N, at a relative pressure
(P/Po) of 0.9814. The t-plot method was applied to calculate the
micropore volume and mesopore surface area, and the mesopore
volume was determined by subtracting the micropore volume from
total pore volume. The average pore radius was estimated from the

BET surface area and total pore volume assuming an open-ended
cylindrical pore model without pore networks and from the BJH
(Barret-Joymer-Halenda) method [24]. The data in Table 1 indicate
the surface areas, pore volumes and average pore diameter for the RS
and MCS samples. The results indicated that the micropores and
mesopores on sepiolite were occupied with by manganese oxides.

2.3. Dye adsorption measurement

Adsorption of CV* (C.1.No. 42555, dye content, ~90%, chloride salt,
obtained from Reidel-de Haen) was carried out by a batch technique
to obtain equilibrium data. CV* was not purified prior to use. Equi-
librium adsorption isotherms of dye were undertaken at 295.15 K. For
isotherm studies, adsorption experiments were carried out by adding
50 mg of the sepiolite sample to 50 mL of CV" solution of varying
concentration in a series of 100 mL polyethylene flasks. Each poly-
ethylene flask was filled with 50 mL of a dye solution of varying
concentrations (1x107°-4x10~4M) and adjusted to the desired pH
(2.5-8.5), ionic strength (0-0.25 M) and temperature (295.15-309.15 K).
The pH values were adjusted by adding a few drops of dilute NaOH or HCl,
and were measured by a Jenway 3040 model pH-meter, and the pH-meter
were calibrated using buffer solutions of pH=4.0 and 9.0 before use. The
suspensions were centrifuged at 5000 rpm at the end of the adsorption
process. The concentration of the dye in the solution was analyzed spec-
trophotometrically using a Unicam UV2-100 Spectrophotometer. The
measurements were made at the wavelength A =590 nm, which cor-
responds to maximum absorbance. Blanks containing no dye were used
for each series of experiments. All the experiments were carried out in
duplicate.

Desorption experiments were carried out by immersing the sepiolite
loaded with dye in 50 mL of desorption solution for 4 h at room tem-
perature. In the batch desorption process, different desorption solutions
were tested and the mixtures of KCl in ethanol/water solutions (e.g. 0.5 M

Table 1
Porous structure parameters of the sepiolite samples.
Sample SBET Sexta Smic Vt Vmic Vmeso pr
(m%*g) (m*g) (m%/g) (cm’/g) (cm’/g) (cm’/g) (nm)
RS 160 34 126 0.36 0.017 0.343 8.95
MCS 14 2 12 0.043 0.001 0.042 12.58

a —
Sext = Smeso.

> 4V/A by BET.
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KCI in 50% ethanol or 0.5M KCl in water). The dye concentration in
the desorption solution was analyzed spectrophotometrically and the
calibration curves for different desorption solutions were obtained.

3. Results and discussion
3.1. Data processing

The adsorption capacity of CV* molecules adsorbed per gram
adsorbent (mg/g) was calculated using the equation

ge = (Ce—C)V/m (M

where g, is the equilibrium concentration of CV* on the adsorbent
(mg/g), Co the initial concentration of the CV™" solution (mg/L), Ce the
equilibrium concentration of the CV' solution (mg/L), m the mass
of adsorbent (g), V the volume of CV" solution (L).

The adsorption isotherm indicates how the adsorption molecules
distribute between the liquid phase and the solid phase when the
adsorption process reaches an equilibrium state. The analysis of the
isotherm data by fitting them to different isotherm models is an
important step to find the suitable model that can be used for design
purpose. There are several isotherm equations available for analyzing
experimental adsorption equilibrium data. In this study, the equilib-
rium experimental data for adsorbed CV* on sepiolite sample were
analyzed using the Langmuir and Freundlich models. These isotherms
are as follows:

(a) Langmuir isotherm model [25]:

Ce/qe = Ce/qm + 1/KLqm (2)

where C, is equilibrium concentration of CV* (mg/L) and ¢, is the
amount of the CV*' adsorbed (mg) by per unit of sepiolite (g). qm

and K; are the Langmuir constants related to the adsorption capacity
(mg/g) and the equilibrium constant (L/g), respectively.
(b) Freundlich isotherm model [26]:

logq. = logK; + (1/n)logC, (3)

where Kr and n are Freundlich constants related to adsorption
capacity and adsorption intensity, respectively.

Several kinetic models are available to understand the behavior of
the adsorbent and also to examine the controlling mechanism of the
adsorption process and to test the experimental data. In the present
investigation, the adsorption data were analyzed using three kinetic
models, the pseudo-first-order, pseudo-second-order kinetic and the
intraparticle diffusion models.

The pseudo-first-order model was presented by Lagergren [27].
The Lagergren's first-order reaction model is expressed as follows:

log(q.—4;) = logq.—(k; / 2.303)t @)
where ¢, and q, are the amounts of dye (mg/g) adsorbed on the clay
at equilibrium, and at time t, respectively and k; is the rate constant
(1/min). The rate constant, k; was obtained from slope of the linear
plots of log(ge — q;) against t.

The sorption data was also analyzed in terms of pseudo-second-
order mechanism, described by Ho and McKay [28]:

t/qe=(1/h)+ (1/ge)t (5)
and the initial rate of adsorption h is:
h = kg (6)

where k, is the rate constant of pseudo-second-order adsorption
(g/mg min), h is the initial rate of adsorption (mg/g min). If second-order
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Fig. 2. The X-ray diffraction patterns of the RS (a), and MCS (b) samples (S: sepiolite, D: dolomite, Q: quartz).
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Table 2

d-spacing and intensity values of reflections for sepiolite samples.
Reflection RS MCS

d A /Iy d A /Iy

di10 12.41 78 12.45 <12
di30 7.83 3 = -
doao 6.74 2 = -
doso 4.49 18 4.49 10
dze0 3.74 13 3.75
doso 3.28 12 = _

kinetics is applicable, the plot of t/q, against t of Eq. (5) should give
a linear relationship from which the constants qe, h and k, can be
determined.

In adsorption systems where there is the possibility of intraparticle
diffusion being the rate-limiting step, the intraparticle diffusion
approach described by Weber and Morris [29] is used. This equation
can be described as (Eq. (7))

g =ket''* +c ™

where ¢, is the amount of dye adsorbed (mg/g) at time t, k; (mg/g
min'/?) is the rate constant for intraparticle diffusion, and c is the
intercept.

The rate constants (k) of the pseudo-second-order model were
adopted to calculate the activation energy of the adsorption process
using the Arrhenius equation [30].

In(k,) = In(A)—E, /RT (8)

To calculate the thermodynamic activation parameters such as
enthalpy of activation, AH™, entropy of activation, AS™, and free
energy of activation, AG”, the Eyring equation was applied [30].

In(k, /T) = In(k, / h) + AS™ /R—AH” /RT 9)

3.2. Material characterization

The XRD patterns of RS and MCS samples are presented in Fig. 2.
For the XRD pattern of RS, one reflection was observed in the region
2°<260<8° (Fig. 2a). This corresponds to the 7.12° (260) value from
which the interlamellar distance was found to be 12.41 A. The XRD
results also show that the manganese oxide-coating process has
caused structural changes in the sepiolite sample. After Mn oxide-
coating process, the intensities of the 110 and 260 reflections have
been reduced, and the 130, 040 and 080 reflections of RS disappeared
after the oxide-coating process [31-35] (Table 2). The formation of a
new structure was also illustrated by the appearance of a smectite
peak at 15.59 A [31] and the peak appearing at a lower angle i.e.
<5.66° (15.59 A) in the XRD pattern of the MCS.

The bands in the IR spectrum of RS (Fig. 3a and Table 3) may be
summarised as follows: (i) the band of the triple bridge group Mgz0H
is at 3686 cm™ !, (ii) the absorption of the structurally bound water
is seen at 3560 cm™ !, and (iii) the stretches at 3428 cm™ ! and the
OH-bending mode at 1660 cm™ ' are associated with zeolitic water.
The lattice vibrations are given as follows: (a) the Si—O combination
bands at (1207, 1072 and 967) cm~ !, (b) the basal plane of the tet-
rahedral units exhibiting the Si—O—Si plane vibrations at (1014 and
474) cm™ !, and (c) MgsOH bending vibration at 647 cm™ ! [36,37].

Transmistance
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Fig. 3. IR spectra of the RS (a), and MCS (b) samples.
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Table 3
IR absorption bands of RS and MCS samples.

Suggested assignments Ref. [36] RS MCS
SiOH hydroxyl stretch 3720 - -
MgOH (trioctahedral) stretch 3680 3686 3686
MgOH (dioctahedral) stretch 3629 - -
OH-stretch from coordinated water 3565 3560 3560
Water OH-stretch 3432 3428 3446
Water OH-stretch 3233 - -
Water OH bend 1711 1698 -
Water OH bend 1660 1656 -
Water OH bend 1625 - 1609
Carbonate impurity 1447 1429 -
Carbonate impurity 1440 1371 1384
SiOH stretch 1191 1207 -
SiOH stretch 1085 1072 1032
SiOH stretch 1017 1014 991
OH deformation 969 967

OH deformation 906 - 916
OH translation 775 783 -
OH translation 688 691 -
0SiO bends 649 647 -
0SiO bends 505 502 523
0SiO bends 445 474 470
0SiO bends 418 - -

Dolomite impurities give rise to the 1429 cm™~ ! band [37]. As the RS is
altered to MCS, changes in the IR absorption bands of the sample were
noted at (3686, 3560, and 3428) cm~ ! (Fig. 3b). The broad band at
3560 cm™ !, due to the zeolitic water in the RS, disappeared upon
modification. The two bands at (1698 and 1656) cm™ ! merged to a
peak at 1609 cm™ ', and the Si—O stretching band near 1014 cm™!
became broad. The OH translation bands at (783, 727 and 691) cm ™!
also disappeared. The Si—O stretching vibration of RS at 1072 cm™!
shifted to 1032 cm™ . The IR spectrum of MCS contains a peak at the
523 cm~ ! from Mn—O vibration [38,39], and a vibrational band for
Mn30, species is located at 627 cm™! [40].

3.3. Effect of ionic strength on the CV™ adsorption

The ionic strength of the solution is one of the factors that controls
both electrostatic and non-electrostatic interactions between the
adsorbate and the adsorbent surface [41]. Fig. 4 shows the equilibrium
isotherms for the adsorption of CV* on the MCS sample at different
NaCl concentrations (in the range (0.01 and 0.25) mol/L) at pH 6.5. As
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Fig. 4. Effect of ionic strength on adsorption of CV" onto MCS. Contact time 200 min,
T=295.15K, Co =410 mg/L, initial pH 6.5, and m=2 g/L.
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Fig. 5. Langmuir isotherm plot for the adsorption of CV*' onto sepiolite samples.
T=295K, initial pH = 6.5, m=2 g/L. Squares, RS; triangles, MCS.

seen in Fig. 4, increasing the ionic strength of the solution causes an
increase in the adsorption of CV" onto the MCS surface. Under these
conditions coated sepiolite will be negatively charged inducing the
attractive forces between the CV™' cation and the MCS surface. This
suggests that at pH 6.5 the adsorption of CV™ on MCS is mainly
governed by electrostatic forces.

The effect of salt on the dimerization of basic dyes has been
investigated [42,43]. A number of intermolecular forces have been
suggested to explain this aggregation, these forces include: van der
Waals forces; ion-dipole forces; and dipol-dipole forces, which occur
between dye molecules in the solution. It has been reported that these
forces increased upon the addition of salt to the dye solution [42,43].
Accordingly, the higher adsorption capacity of CV" under these
conditions can be attributed to the aggregation of CV" cations
induced by the action of salt ions, i.e, salt ions force dye molecules to
aggregate, increasing the extent of adsorption on the MCS surface.

3.4. Equilibrium isotherm models

The equilibrium data for CV* adsorption on MCS were fitted to the
Langmuir equation (Fig. 5). The Langmuir monolayer adsorption
capacity of MCS was estimated as 319 mg/g (Table 4). The lower K
value for the MCS (0.17) compared to that for RS (0.02) indicate that
the manganese oxide coating process influences the adsorption
equilibrium. The high-energy sites with high equilibrium constant
(K. for MCS) had a significantly higher affinity than that for low-
energy sites with low equilibrium constant (K for RS). The low-
energy sites on which CV" was loosely held had a low adsorption
maximum (g, = 77 mg/g for RS). The high-energy sites on which dye
were tightly held had a high adsorption maximum (¢, =319 mg/g for

Table 4
Langmuir and Freundlich isotherm parameters for the adsorption of CV* onto RS and
MCS samples.

Sample Langmuir isotherm constants Freundlich isotherm constants
Gm K. R? n Kr R?
(mg/g)  (L/mg) (mg =M L17/g)
RS 77 0.02 0.998 1.57 2.50 0.966
MCS 319 0.17 0.969 5.45 134 0.994
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Fig. 6. Freundlich isotherm plot for adsorption of CV* onto sepiolite samples. T=295 K,

initial pH=6.5, m =2 g/L. Squares, RS; triangles, MCS.

MCS). The maximum adsorption capacity of CV* on a MCS sample is
approximately 4 times higher than that for the raw material.

The equilibrium data also fitted to Freundlich equation (Fig. 6), a
fairly satisfactory empirical isotherm can be used for non-ideal
adsorption. Kg relates the multilayer adsorption capacity and n
intensity of adsorption, which varies with the heterogeneity of the
adsorbent [44-47]. A relatively n<1 indicates that adsorption
intensity is favorable over the entire range of concentrations studied,
while n>1 means that adsorption intensity is favorable at high
concentrations but much less at lower concentrations [47,48]. The
Freundlich adsorption capacity (Kr) was found to be 134 for the MCS
sample. In the adsorption system, the n value is 5.45 which indicates
that adsorption intensity is favorable at high concentrations.

The adsorption capacities of the adsorbents for the removal of CV "
have been compared with those of other adsorbents reported in the
literature and the values of adsorption capacities are presented in
Table 5. The values are reported in the form of monolayer adsorption
capacity. The experimental data of the present investigation are
comparable with the reported values [49-59]. The value of the
maximum adsorption capacity (qm,) for MCS calculated from the
Langmuir isotherm in this study is much higher than that of those
reported in the literature. Also, it appears that the surface properties
of RS could be improved upon modification of manganese.

Table 5

Adsorption results of CV* from the literature by various adsorbents.
Adsorbent qm(mg/g) Ref. no.
Phosphoric acid activated carbon 60.42 [49]
Sulphuric acid activated carbon 85.84 [49]
MCM-41 236.64 [50]
Saw dust 341 [51]
Raw bentonite 131 [52]
Activated carbon prepared from waste apricot 57.80 [53]
Polymer 12.9 [51]
Kaolin 47.27 [55]
Activated carbon prepared from waste apricot 32.89 [56]
MCM-22 48.96 [57]
Palygorskite 57.8 [58]
Jute fiber carbon 27.999 [59]
RS 77 In this study
MCS 319 In this study

Table 6
Kinetic parameters for the adsorption of CV* onto a MCS sample at different initial CV*
concentrations.

C, (mg/L) Pseudo-first- model Pseudo-second-order model
R ky R ez kyx10?
(min~") (mg/g) (g/mg min)
150 0.753 0.27 0.929 200 1.47
410 0.696 0.18 0.923 641 0.15

Contact time 200 min, initial pH 6.5, and m=2 g/L.

3.5. Adsorption kinetics

Table 6 lists the results of the rate constant studies for different
initial dye concentrations by the pseudo-first-order and pseudo-
second-order models. The coefficient of determination, R? for the
pseudo-second-order adsorption model has a high value (>98%), and
its calculated equilibrium adsorption capacity (Geca) iS consistent
with experimental data. These facts suggest that the pseudo-second-
order adsorption mechanism is predominant. As given in Table 6,
when the CV™ initial concentration increases from 150 to 410 mg/L,
the rate constant, k,, decreases from 1.47x 10~ 3 to 0.15x 10~ >mg/g
min. At lower concentrations, CV" ions present in the adsorption
medium could interact with the binding sites, hence a higher rate
constant results. At higher concentrations, because of the saturation of
the adsorption sites, the rate constant of dye adsorption onto the MCS
shows a decreasing trend. After the initial stage of adsorption, the
remaining vacant surface sites are difficult to be occupied due to
repulsive forces between the CV* molecules on the MCS surface.

The increase in temperature leads to a decrease in dye adsorption.
Similar results have been reported in the adsorption of methylene
blue on water-hyacinth [60] and the adsorption of methylene blue on
clay [61]. It has been suggested that the adsorption of water molecules
on a solid is higher at lower temperatures due to the competition of
dye molecules with water molecules [61,62]. Therefore, it can be said
that at lower temperatures there are more intensive electrostatic
interactions between the dye cations and the active sites on the MCS,
comparing to dipole-dipole interactions between water molecules
and the active sites on MCS. In this way, the high charged dimers of
CV™* stabilized at lower temperature may be responsible from the
strongly interactions with the active sites on MCS through ion-pairing
mechanism. The monomeric form becomes dominant with increasing

450 1
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300 4

q, (mgfg)
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100 - T T T 1
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Fig. 7. Amount of dye adsorbed vs. t'/? for intraparticle diffusion of CV™ by MCS sample
at different temperatures, 295 K; squares, 308 K; triangles, 318 K; circles. Co=410 mg/L,
initial pH 6.5, and m=2 g/L.
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Table 7

Kinetic parameters for the adsorption of CV™ onto a MCS sample at different temperatures.

Temp. (K) Pseudo-first-order model Pseudo-second-order model Intraparticle diffusion model
R RS Ge.cal kyx10° ki1 R ki R
(mg/g) (g/mg min) (mg/g min'/?) (mg/g min'/?)
295 0.696 0.923 641 266 0.985 1.29 0.768
308 0.592 0.981 441 243 0.973 0.16 0.934
318 0.461 0.992 432 210 0.956 0.03 0.510

Contact time 200 min, Co =410 mg/L, initial pH 6.5, and m=2 g/L.

of the adsorption temperature and so the adsorption processes
thorough ion-pairing mechanism following ion exchange mechanism
[61].

The intraparticle diffusion plots for the effect of temperature on
the adsorption of CV* onto MCS are shown in Fig. 7. From this figure,
it is observed that there are two linear portions. The intraparticle
diffusion constants k; ; and k;, (mg/g min'/?), are calculated using the
equation of Weber and Morris [29] from the slope of the
corresponding linear region of Fig. 7. The calculated ki; and ki>
values for different solution temperatures are given in Table 7. The k; ;
and k; » express diffusion rates of the different stages in the adsorption
[63]. The changes of k; 1 and k;» could be attributed to the adsorption
stages of the exterior surface and interior surface. At the beginning,
the CV* was adsorbed by the exterior surface of the MCS particle, so
the adsorption rate was very fast. When the adsorption of the exterior
surface reached saturation, the CV* entered into the MCS particle
and was adsorbed by the interior surface of the MCS particle. When
the CV* diffused in the pores of the MCS, the diffusion resistance
increased, which caused the diffusion rate to decrease.

3.6. Thermodynamic parameters

The activation energy is 98.95 kJ/mol at pH 6.5 (Table 8). This value
is consistent with values in the literature where the activation energy
was found to be 33.96 k]/mol for the adsorption of maxilon blue GRL
onto sepiolite [30], 33.35 kJ/mol for the adsorption of reactive dye
(Procion Red MX-5B) on carbon nanotubes [64], 47.5 k]/mol for the
adsorption of lac dye onto silk [65], 37.21 kJ/mol for the adsorption of
basic brown 1 on poly(c-glutamic acid) [66]. The magnitude of the
activation energy yields information on whether the adsorption is
mainly physical or chemical. Wu [64] suggested that the physisorp-
tion process normally had an activation energy of (5 to 40) kj/mol,
while chemisorption had a higher activation energy (40 to 800)
kJ/mol. Also, low activation energy values (<42 kJ/mol) indicate
diffusion control processes and higher activation energy values
(>42 kJ/mol) indicate chemically controlled processes, due to the
temperature dependence of pore diffusivity is relatively weak
[18]. The high AH* value for CV' shows that the interactions
between CV' and MCS are strong. Since the activation energy of
adsorption CV* onto MCS is higher than 42 kJ/mol [18], it implies
that the rate-limiting step might be a chemically controlled process.
Here, the diffusion process refers to the movement of the solute to an
external surface of adsorbent and not diffusivity of dye along
micropore wall surfaces in a particle [12]. On the other hand, the
positive values of AG* and AH” indicate the presence of an energy

Table 8
Thermodynamic parameters for the adsorption of CV* onto MCS.

Temp. (K) k,x10° E, R? AH” AS* AG” ToyAS™
(g/mg min) (kJ/mol) (kJ/mol) (J/mol) (kJ/mol) (kJ/mol)

295 0.15 98.95 0.943 96.41 1021 98.40 3.19
308 1.48 93.27
318 ASY) 93.16

Contact time 200 min, Co =410 mg/L, initial pH 6.5, and m=2 g/L.

barrier in the adsorption process. Furthermore, values of T,,AS™ can
be calculated from the experimental data where T,, represents the
average values of the range of temperature used for adsorption
studies. It is found that AH*<T,,AS”. This means, although the
contribution of AS” are not negligible, the influence of enthalpy is
more dominant in the activation.

3.7. Desorption studies

In order to probe further into the mechanistic aspects of cationic
dye adsorption onto MCS, desorption studies were conducted. The
batch CV* desorption results are displayed in Fig. 8. The use of
aqueous KCI and ethanol solutions for CV* desorption is ineffective.
Very low desorption of CV* (<6%) with these solutions suggests that
some complex formation takes place between the active sites of MCS
and the cationic group of CV'. In Fig. 8, the mixtures of aqueous
ethanol solutions with KCI did not greatly improve the CV™
desorption. These results indicate that CV" was bound onto the
MCS through an electrostatic interaction binding force. Ethanol did
not help to break this binding interaction. The above stated
observations corroborate well with the adsorption equilibrium and
kinetic data discussed earlier.

4. Conclusions

The amount of dye adsorbed was found to vary with initial CV*
concentration, contact time and temperature. The maximum adsorption
capacity of CV* on a MCS sample is approximately 4 times higher than
that for the raw material. From this result, it appears that the surface
properties of raw sepiolite could be improved upon modification by
manganese oxide. It was found that the kinetics of the adsorption of CV*
onto the sepiolite sample at different initial concentrations was best
described by the pseudo-second-order model. For the pseudo-second-

6,0

4,0 1

Desorption (%)

0,0 l

%99 ethanol 0,5M KClin 0,5M KClin 0,5M KCl in
water %30 ethanol %50 ethanol

in water

Fig. 8. Batch desorption results of CV*. Contact time 200 min, T=295 K, Co=410 mg/L,
initial pH 6.5, and m=2 g/L.
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order model, the rate constant decreased with an increase of the initial
dye concentration. Based on the results, it was concluded that MCS had a
significant potential for removing basic dye from wastewater using the
adsorption method.
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Glossary

CV*: crystal violet;

Ce: equilibrium concentration of the adsorbate in the solution (mg/L);
D,: average pore diameter;

k;: pseudo-first-order rate constant of adsorption (1/h);

k: pseudo-second-order rate constant of adsorption (g/mg min);

ki intraparticle diffusion rate constant (g/mg min'/?);

K;: constant that represents the energy or net enthalpy of adsorption (L/mg);

K: Freundlich constant indicative of the adsorption capacity of the adsorbent (mg/g);

m: mass of adsorbent (g/L);

MCS: magnesium oxide-coated sepiolite;

n: experimental constant indicative of the adsorption intensity of the adsorbent;

q.: amount of adsorbate removed from aqueous solution at equilibrium (mg/g);

g amount of adsorbate sorbed on the sorbent surface at any time ¢ (mg/g);

¢m: mass of adsorbed solute completely required to saturate a unit mass of adsorbent
(mg/g);

RS: raw sepiolite;

Sger: The BET surface area;

Sext: external surface area (including only mesopores);

Smic: micropores surface area;

t: reaction time (min);

V;: total pore volume
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